EcoSocial Certification Adds Fair Trade Values
to Organic Products in the U.S. Market
by Jackie Bowen, General Manager of Agriculture and Organic Programs at NSF International
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How the Program Works
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EcoSocial certification complements organic certification
and builds on the fair trade commitment many consumers
support. An independent survey conducted on behalf of
global public health and safety organization NSF International
showed that 76 percent of consumers prefer a product that
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EcoSocial in a Nutshell
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What’s Behind the Label?
has been independently tested and certified as sustainable or
“green.” The same survey found that independent certification
marks on organic products are important to 39 percent of all
consumers and 50 percent of safety-conscious consumers.
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a solid network of auditors worldwide. IBD has inspected
over 5,000 farmers on more than 520,000 farming hectares
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The Certification Process
EcoSocial certification requires producers to meet minimum
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Social Environmental Program

not regulate product price, which is linked to production costs
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and market value, and profits and premiums are re-invested
in the project.
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recommendations established by organizations such as the
Criteria

International Labour Organization, International Federation

1. Continuous improvement
• Environmental
• Social
2. Minimum
3. Critical
Verified during inspection

of Organic Agriculture Movements, Fairtrade Labeling
Organizations International and the Social Accountability
in Sustainable Agriculture Project. Additionally, principles

Organic
Quality management

established by international cooperation agreements related
to social and environmental management, such as Agenda 21,
Global Pact Program, Millennium Development Goals, Earth
Charter and Human Rights Declaration, as well as standards

ENVIRONMENT

Federal, municipal (county), state, law

SOCIAL

like SA8000, ISO 14000 and BS 8800, were taken into
consideration in creating EcoSocial standards.

Credibility of the Seal
EcoSocial certification embodies total traceability and assures
consumers that the product is grown, produced, handled and
>>>

Organic certification requires annual inspections of organic
production and handling sites to ensure that all USDA organic
standards are followed. The process reviews every step of the
supply chain to verify that organic integrity is maintained: from
the land on which the product is grown to the producers and
post-harvest, processing and packaging facilities handling the
product.
EcoSocial inspections differ for producers and handlers.
Certification for U.S. handlers requires a document review
verifying that all product ingredients are legitimately certified
and traceable back to the supplier, and were produced without
comingling. Certification for producers worldwide involves
onsite inspections to verify compliance with all organic, fair
trade, environmental and social criteria (including completing
a corrective action plan if needed) as well as auditing the
results of continuous improvement projects. Inspections
review working conditions, health and safety, infrastructure,
equipment, and training and business records. Environmental
management of forestry and water resources, liquid and gas
effluents, and solid waste is also audited.

Labeling Options for Handlers
Similar to organic regulations, EcoSocial certification has
multiple classification and labeling options:
•

Products containing at least 95 percent certified
EcoSocial ingredients can display the EcoSocial seal on
the front or back panel.

•

Products made with 50 to 94.99 percent EcoSocial
ingredients may display the EcoSocial seal on the front
or back panel with the wording “Made with EcoSocial
ingredients.”

•

Products containing 49.99 percent or fewer certified
EcoSocial ingredients may not use the seal, but can use
the expression “IBD EcoSocial certified product” next to
the certified ingredient.

For more information, contact Jonathan Lackie at 858-2009708 or QAI@qai-inc.com.
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